
 

 

Traffic Committee 
MINUTES 

March 19, 2013 
 

Committee Members 
Present: Chairman Susan Ruinen, Secretary Karen Hanner, Town Engineer 

Rosemarie Nuzzo, Randy Edwards, Parks Streets and Sanitation 
Director Dan Walker, Frank Berry, Planning Commission Liaison Lisa 
Gibson, Rosemary Wilson, Larry Yon, Lt. Matt Davis 

 
Attending: Town Administrator Britt Poole, Police Department Major Jay Koon, 

Director Planning, Building and Technology Director John Hanson 
 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 8:05 AM in the Courtroom/Council 
Chambers by Chair Susan Ruinen. 

 
February Minutes: Chair Susan Ruinen asked if there were any corrections or comments 

about the February minutes. Frank Berry made a motion to approve the 
minutes as submitted. Lisa Gibson seconded the motion. All in favor, 
none opposed. 

    
Relocation Corley Mill Rd: Britt Poole reported the property owners at Corley Mill Road were 

working with their lease holders. There were no other new 
developments. 

 
Phase 1: Mr. Poole told the committee that asphalt has been put down on West 

Butler Street. Stormwater work is being done. The project is reported 
to be 19% complete. 

   
Insync Signal: The report from SCDOT on the Insync System is expected soon. A 

visit to Columbia County, Georgia is being planned for senior staff and 
Council members to see a signal system implemented for that county. 

 
Interchange at I-20 & 378:  Britt Poole reported the project plan is waiting for SCDOT approval. 

SC6/Parker Rd/  
Middlebrook/Gibson:  Dan Walker stated that SCDOT has not reported on the study of this 

area. 
 

Vision Plan: Britt Poole told the committee that asbestos studies were started on the 
structures in the Icehouse Project except for the building still occupied. 
A structural engineer is looking at the buildings. The Town would like 
to keep the buildings as a tie in to the park area using the facades 
facing Main Street.  

 Chair Ruinen asked about the plans for planters along the 100 block of 
Main Street. Mr. Poole stated the architect is working on a concept 
using planters and benches to create a visual barrier separating the 



 

 

sidewalk and the road. A wrought iron fence is planned for the islands 
to discourage pedestrian crossings except at the crosswalk. Mr. Poole 
reported some of the trees in the block are not thriving and will be 
replaced by raised planters. 

 
 Mr. Poole told the Committee about the public meetings for the 

Icehouse Project taking place on April 16 and 24. A notice will be 
included in the next water bill 

 
Old Cherokee Rd: Dan Walker told committee members he drove the section of Old 

Cherokee Road between North Lake Drive and Pilgrim Church Road. 
The speed limit increases from 35 mph to 45 mph as you head away 
from the Town. SCDOT has made improvements to the ROW and has 
cut back overgrowth. 

 
Butler Crosswalk: Copies of the St Stephen Lutheran Church Preschool Safety Audit 

were distributed to those present (attached). Chair Ruinen said copies 
were emailed to the Committee. She stated there didn’t appear to be 
problems with the street or crosswalk but with parking issues and 
pedestrians. The audit concluded with a number of suggestions the 
school could implement to improve safety. 

  
Roundabouts: The discussion on Roundabouts will be deferred to the April meeting. 
 

Coventry Stop Sign:  Jay Koon read the speed study conducted on Coventry Lakes Drive 
between February 21 and March 3, 2013 (attached). The 85th 
percentile showed 28 mph. Dan Walker commented that the accident 
report attached to the All Way Stop Application was due to a right turn 
into the yard and a stop sign would not have changed the outcome. Mr. 
Walker made a motion to deny the request for an All Way Stop at 
Coventry Lake Drive and Widgeon Drive. Randy Edwards seconded. 
The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. Mr. Walker will 
contact the resident. 

 
S Lake No Right Turn: Dan Walker reported that the signal poles at all four corners of the 

intersection at South Lake Drive and East Main Street have been 
damaged by tractor trailer trucks attempting to turn right. The granite 
curbing is chipped. There is a plan for the pole at the corner near the 
new courthouse to be moved back. Jay Koon commented that a viable 
alternative route would be required in order to restrict turns at that 
intersection. He added the trucks being detoured from I-20 due to an 
accident made the problems at this intersection much worse. Dan 
Walker made a motion to ask SCDOT to limit trucks turning right 
from North Lake Drive onto East Main Street. Larry Yon seconded. 
There was no further discussion. The vote was unanimous in favor. 
Dan Walker will contact SCDOT. 



 

 

 
Left Turn at Industrial: Chair Ruinen said she had received an inquiry about a left turn signal 

from southbound South Lake Drive onto Glassmaster Road. She stated 
she hadn’t noticed vehicles waiting to turn at that intersection. Britt 
Poole commented that the new Avtec manufacturing facility is under 
construction there and a warrant study would be indicated after they 
open. John Hanson stated a new road is being built to access the 
facility, Innovation Place. The parking lots would be interconnected 
between the two roads. Chair Ruinen agreed that no action is needed at 
this time. 

 
 Chair Ruinen commented that she will add another item to the next 

agenda regarding the intersection at Cedar Road and Mineral Springs 
Road. Dan Walker commented that there are visibility issues there. Jay 
Koon said traffic stacks up at that intersection during rush hours. 

 
 The next Traffic Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 

April 16, 2013, at 8:00 AM in the Eli Mack Room at the Lexington 
Municipal Complex, 111 Maiden Lane, Lexington, SC.   

  
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Dan Walker seconded by 

Rosemary Wilson with unanimous approval by members present. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Karen Hanner, 
 
 
 
 
Approved By:     _______    
 
Susan Ruinen, Chair 
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